[Allergic sensitization and latex-associated symptoms in a group of health workers].
The presence of symptoms connected with the use of latex rubber gloves and sensitization to this allergen was studied in a group of 660 hospital workers who regularly used gloves as a means of protection. Symptoms connected with the use of gloves were reported by 153 subjects (23.2%) and were significantly associated with female subjects length of use and type of medical care. The majority of cases reported irritative symptoms (13.2%) whereas contact dermatitis and rash were reported by 3.6% and 5.5% of cases respectively. Systemic reactions (asthma and/or rhinitis) were reported by 5 subjects. Prick tests for latex were positive in 23 cases (3.5%), 15 of which were symptomatic. Positive skin reaction to latex was significantly associated with family atopy, personal case history and prick test. It is concluded that the presence of symptoms and sensitization to latex requires the implementation of preventive measures in order to reduce the risk of sensitization to a minimum, in addition to removal from exposure of those subjects who are already symptomatic or at risk.